DOCKET FILE COPY ORIGINAL

TO “Comments on RM-9242” FROM: Christopher Maxwell
Office of the Secretarv: Rm 222 : FCC Director: Radio Free Richmond Project
1919 M St. NW. PO 4263
Washington DC. 20554 Richmond, Va. 23220
804-225-8981 :
Dear secretary and commissioners of the FCC, 7/21/98 !
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Included with this letter is almost 1000 signatures (probably more than that by the time vou read thls) of thdseé'

who have signed a petition that reads thus: S ’_r Bl »
" “I-W}"‘l’q

Save environmental news on pubhc radio:

WCVE 88.9 FM “public radio” moved theyr weekly 30 mm
environmental news show. Living On Earth -LOE | to Saturday 4:30p
when most environmentalists are OU'T .. IN the environment!!

We the undersigned Patition WOVE 1o move LOF 1o 0 30p
lday:workweek (M-Th) following Varketplace:

Daversity 1s sorely lacking in Central Virginia. and is getting worse! When | drove a taxicab. people actually paid
hagher tips because [ was able to bring in Norfolk 96.1 and 89 3 tor some blessed relief,

‘Vhen my car was broken into with money on the floor between the seats. some several dollars worth of toll
change. quarters and dimes. the thief left that and took the cassette tapes!! That is how bad radio is in Central
Virginia!

WRV'A used to have a bit of something for evervone as “family radio”. WLEE used to have Pat Buchanan. who
15 as conservative as the rest of the radio ... BUT Buchanan made it a POINT to have guests from the other end
nt the political spectrum for a really respectful conversation! Doug Wilder (first black Governor since
Reconstruction) did a “phone-ringing-off-the-hook™ show for WRV A for some time. Lary King used to do a talk
show that did a “softball <, but at least present, job of covering a fair diversity of human experience, ideology and

culture. All these are gone. replaced with R+B. Oldies and Rock that we ve heard 100 times if once. The talk is
ALL conservative or buffoonerv or both. All balance 1s gone.

And vet there was hope, to paraphrase “public” TV . that “if public radio doesn’t do it, who will?”

Nor ~public” radio here in Richmond!! National criticism of “public” broadcasting had some wags referring 1o
PBS as the “Petroleum Broadcasting System”™ due to the preponderance of support from Mobile Oil and crowd
for unchallenging regurgitations of culture we learned about dozens if not even hundreds of years ago’

It turns out to be even worse here in Richmond than for the nation.

The programming reflects a culture of “don’t rock the boat”™ as they “pour oil on the waters™ of discontent. Even
classical music enthusiasts complain that “public” radio WCVE 88.9FM airs a selection of “high-brow-muzak™ to
soothe the savage beast” into somnolence. Radio as tranquilizer. This is a world more and more dominated by
the 2% of the population that controls 42% of the countryv’s assets. We get more stock market reports that even
wealthy people don’t listen to. It is all hype. My wealthy ancestors and my wealthy acquaintances all tell me the
way to invest is to carefully research a company. buv the stocks and sit on them. Who cares if thev go up or down
a tew points. Furthermore. if thev are serious . thev look up their stocks in print. It is rare that even investors make
1 decision based on the stock readings on the radio. Furthermore. less than half of us own stocks anyway! So why
1% there no lubor report? Because ~public™ radio 1s a sham in Richmond Virginia.

Example: When the three blocks of beautifully preserved 19th century working-class (and still affordable)
rowhouses in the Oregon Hill historic district were destroved by Ethvl Corporation, many wondered why that
controversy was not the subject of a local talk show on “public” radio WCVT. 8.9 FM.

Most public radio stations such as WHRYV 89.3 FM out of Norfolk DO have local talk shows that make it a point

tor discuss controversial community events and the local flavor of national trends. None hese: o)
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Here in Richmond Virginia it really IS the ‘‘Petroleum Broadcasting System ™! It turns out that the man serving
Ethyl Corporation’s CEOs and stockholders, A. Prescott Rowe was at that time simultaneously the Chairman of
the Board of Directors of public radio/TV!! Even worse, his paid position at Ethyl was “VP of External Affairs™
wherein he manipulates the image of Ethyl before the City Council, the General Assembly and in the Media ... he
is Ethyl’s PR man AND the director of the directors of tax-supported monopoly radio!!

No media covered the impact of demolition of "substandard” houses on the tax base. Every $80,000 house that is
sent to the landfill and converted into a $9,000 empty parcel of land steals from the rest of us who must then pay
higher taxes to cover the same or even greater municipal expenses. Every abused and then demolished house
blows a hole in our tax base that pays for our health, welfare and safetv! Why wasn't this issue on the air?

A. Prescott Rowe is paid as the PR man for Ethyl to manipulate the media to create an atmosphere conducive to
greater profit for the CEOs and stockholders of Ethyl Corporation. Then this same servant of Ethyl stockholders
directs the directors of tax-supported and monopolv "public” radio for all of Central Virginia.

1t is no small wonder that the hour of classical music is the hour of conversation that did not happen. This is
especially galling considering that classical music enjovs THE wealthiest audience of ANY musical categorv!!
Whyv are the peasant’s tax dollars paving for the elite’s music especially when the verv same elite are stomping our
historic and affordable housing?

Motivation and interest-group politics also explain why asking WCVE to be a culturally and ideologically diverse
and eclectic station is just like asking Ethvl Corporation to become an enthusiastic advocate of electric busses and
trams! Ethyl manufactures fuel additives (the “octane™ in gasoline) that make gasoline a reasonable fuel for
modern engines the world over! Environmental and urban (automobile-optional living) programming is NOT to
thyl’s advantage ... and so does not get prime time (and often NO) billing,

Rather than dragging WCVE 88.9FM kicking and screaming into a vision of radio that does not fire their soul
. many feel it is better to flesh out the representation of human expernience. culture, ideas and sources with a
second community radio station. Community radio means that vou do a show. Community radio means that vor
are the pied piper, not major corporations. Community radio means that vor S41 what is important, not wonder
when the commentator on TV or radio is going to ask vour question, float vour idea for consideration. YOU' ser
rhe agenda n community radio. YOLU! are the source of the culture. the ideas, the solutions. You matter.

T create more REAL competition that retains the LOCAL aspect of good radio ... we need more radio stations
owned by more LOCAL people and especially community public service organizations.

('ommunity service organizations can create programming to serve communities-of-interest that commercial.
religious and “public” stations will not serve. Most importantly. community organizations have the wilf to serve
currently unserved groups. Where there is a will. there is a way, no will. no way.

Please give us the means to exercise our right of assembly and freedom of speech in a manner that is substantive.
Allow us a chance at the airwaves that the public owns as the public commons. Allow us at least ONE channel for
Democracy to bloom! Allow us to have at least ONE channel where we can create a ground safe and fertile for
conversation and culture exchange instead of using the might of the U'S government to merely make the world
sate for commerce at the expense of culture exchange and conversation!

Please approve RM-9242 with no changes.

Sincerelv. Christopher Maxwell. Director, Radio Free Richmond Project.
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Save environmental news on public radio::

WCVE 88.9 FM “public radio” moved their weekly :30 minute environmental news show,
Living O n Earth (LOE) to Saturday 4:30pm ... when most Environmentalists and Outdoor
Enthusiasts are ... OUT .. IN the environment!!

We the undersigned petition WCVE to move LOE to 6:30pm Monday following marketplace:

(please pnint)
Name Address:
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mail to: City Air Makes You Free “Radio Free Richmond Project”
PO 4263, Richmond, Va. 23220 CAMYFrvai@aol.com
“Save the Wild Places by Saving the City”




Save environmental news on Eubhc radio::

WCVE 88.9 FM “public radio” moved their weekly :30 minute environmental news show,
Living O n Earth (LOE) to Saturday 4:30pm ... when most Environmentalists and Outdoor

Enthusiasts are ... OUT .. IN the environment!!
6:30pm Monday following marketplace:
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We the undersigned petition WCVE to move LOE to

(please print)
Name
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Save environmental news on Eublic radio::

WCVE 88.9 FM “public radio” moved their weekly :30 minute environmental news show,

Living O n Earth (LOE) to Saturday 4:30pm ... when most Environmentalists and Outdoor
Enthusiasts are ... OUT .. IN the environment!! :
We the undersigned petition WCVE to move LOE to 6:30pm Monday following marketplace:

(pleese print)
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Save environmental news on public radio::
WCVE 88.9 FM “public radio” moved their weekly :30 minute environmental news show,

Living O n Earth (LOE) to Saturday 4:30pm ... when most Environmentalists and Outdoor
Enthusiasts are ... OUT .. IN the environment!!

We the undersigned petition WCVE to move LOE to 6:30pm Monday following marketplace:

( plensc print)
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Save environmental news ogpublic radio::

WCVE 88.9 FM “public radio” moved their weekly :30 minute environmental news show,
Living O n Earth (LOE) to Saturday 4:30pm ... when most Environmentalists and Outdoor
Enthusiasts are ... OUT .. IN the environment!!

We the undersigned petition WCVE to move LOE to 6:30pm one day any workweek at 6:30p-
Tp following marketplace:

(please print) -
Name Address:
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Save environmental news on Public radio::

WCVE 88.9 FM “public radio” moved their weekly :30 minute environmental news show,
Living O n Earth (LOE) to Saturday 4:30pm ... when most Environmentalists and Outdoor
Enthusiasts are ... OUT .. IN the environment!!

We the undersigned petition WCVE to move LOE to 6:30pm one day any workweek at 6:30p-

Tp following marketplace:
(pléaseprint) -
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Save environmental news on public radio::
WCVE 88.9 FM “public radio” moved their weekly :30 minute environmental news show,
Living O n Earth (LOE) to Saturday 4: 30pm . when most Environmentalists and Outdoor
Enthusiasts are ... OUT .. IN the environment!!
We the undersigned petition WCVE to move LOE to 6:30pm Monday following marketplace:

(please print)
Address:

Name
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Save environmental news on public radio:. !
WCVE 88.9 FM “public radio” moved their weekly :30 minute environmental news show, Y
Living O n Earth (LOE) to Saturday 4:30pm ... most Environmentalists and Outdoor '
Enthusiasts are ... OUT .. IN the environment!!
We the undersigned petition WCVE to move LOE to 6:30pm Monday following marketplace:
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Save environmental news on public radio::

WCVE 88.9 FM “public radio” moved theer weekly :30 minute environmental news show.
Living O n Earth (LOE) 1o Saturday 4:30pm ... when most Environmentalists and Outdoor
Enthusiasts are ... OUT .. IN the environment!! '
We the undersigned petition WCVE to move LOE to 6:30pm one day any workweek at 6:30p-
Tp tollowing marketplace:
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Name Address:
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Save environmental news on public radio:
WCVE 88.9 FM “public radio” moved their weekly :30 min
environmental news show, Living On Earth (LOE) to Saturday 4:30p ...
when most Environmentalists are OUT ... IN the environment!! We
the undersigned Petition WCVE to move LOE t0 6:30p
1day/workweek (M-Th) following Marketplace:

Save environmental news on public radio:
WCVE 88.9 FM “public radio” moved their weekly :30 min
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the undersigned Petition WCVE to move LOE 10 6:30p
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Save environmental news on public radio:
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Save environmental news on public radio:
WCVE 88.9 FM “public radio” moved their weekly :30 min
environmental news show, Living On Earth (LOE) to Saturday 4:3C
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Save environmental news on public radio:
WCVE 88.9 FM “public radio” moved their weekly :30 min
environmental news show, Living On Earth (LOE) 10 Sawurday 4:30p ...
when most Environmentalists are OUT ... IN the environment!! We
the undersigned Petition WCVE to move LOE to 6:30p
1day/workweek (M-Th) following Marketplace:
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Save environmental news on public radio: —

WCVE 88.9 FM “public radio” moved their weekly :30 min
environmental news show, Living On Earth (LOE) to Saturday 4:30p ...
when most Environmentalists are OUT ... IN the environment!! We
the undersigned Petition WCVE to move LOE to 6:30p
1day/workweek (M-Th) following Marketplace:
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Save environmental news on public radio:
WCVE 88.9 FM “public radio” moved their weekly :30 min
environmental news show, Living On Earth (LOE) to Saturday 4:30p ...
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lday/workweek (M-Th) following Marketplace:
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Save environmental news on public r
WCVE 88.9 FM “public radio™ moved their weekly :30 min
environmental news show, Living On Earth (LOE) 1o Saturday 4:3
when most Environmentalists are OUT ... IN the environment!!
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Petition to move Living On Earth
to Weekday Evenings after Marketplace

Dear WCVE:

We the undersigned appreciate WCVE 88.9FM efforts to reach out to audiences ignored by
other media. However, we the undersigned believe that there is a better time slot than Saturday
afternoon for this much needed balance. We the undersigned believe that Living On Earth
should be placed before or after another news tvpe show such as Marketplace
between 6:30pm and 7pm (Monday—Thursday).
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Petition to move Living On Earth
to Weekday Evenings after Marketplace

Dear WCVE:
We the undersigned appreciate WCVE 88 9FM efforts to reach out to audiences ignored by
other media. However. we the undersigned believe that there is a better time slot than Saturdav
afternoon for this much needed balance. We the undersigned believe that Living On Earth
should be placed betore or after another news tvpe show such as VMarketplace
between 6:30pm and 7pm (Mondav—Thursdav).
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Petition to move Living On Earth
to Weekday Evenings after Marketplace
Dear WCVE:
We the undersigned appreciate WCVE 88.9FM etlorts to reach out to audiences ignored by
other media. However, we the undersigned believe that there is a better time slot than Saturdav
afternoon for this much needed balance. We the undersigned believe that Living On Earth

should be placed betore or atter another news tvpe show such as VMarketplace
between 6:30pm and 7pm (Mondav—Thursdav).
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v Petition to move Living On Earth
to Weekday Evenings after Marketplace

Dear WCVE:

We the undersigned appreciate WCVE 88.9FM efforts to reach out to audiences ignored by
other media. However, we the undersigned believe that there is a better time slot than Saturday
afternoon for this much needed balance. We the undersigned believe that Living On Earth
should be placed before or after another news tvpe show such as M arkerplace
between 6:30pm and 7pm (Monday—Thursday).

Name: (please print) Address
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Petition to move Living On Earth
to Weekday Evenings after Marketplace

Dear WCVE:

We the undersigned appreciate WCVE 88.9FM efforts to reach out to audiences ignored by
other media. However, we the undersigned believe that there is a better time slot than Saturdayv
afternoon for this much needed balance. We the undersigned believe that Living On Earth
should be placed betore or aiter another news tvpe show such as Murkefplace
between 6:30pm and 7pm (Monday—Thursday).

Name: (please print) Address
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\ Petition to move Living On Earth
to Weekday Evenings after Marketplace

Dezi r WCVE:
We the undersigned appreciate WCVE 88.9FM ettorts to reach out to audiences ignored by
other media. However. we the undersigned believe that there is a better time slot than Saturdav
afternoon for this much needed balance. We the undersigned believe that Living On Earth

should be placed before or atter another news tvpe show such as Varketplace
between 6:30pm and 7pm (Monday—Thursday).

Name: (please print) Address
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\/ Petition to move Living On Earth
to Weekday Evenings after Marketplace

Dear WCVE:

We the undersigned appreciate WCVE 88.9FM eftorts to reach out to audiences ignored by
other media. However. we the undersigned believe that there is a better time slot than Saturday
afternoon for this much needed balance. We the undersigned believe that Living On Earthi
should be placed before or atter another news tvpe show such as Marketplace
between 6:30pm and 7pm (Monday—Thursdav).

Name: (please print) Address
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N Petition to move Living On Earth
to Weekday Evenings after Marketplace

Dear WCVE:

We the undersigned appreciate WCVE 88.9FM efforts to reach out to audiences ignored by
other media. However. we the undersigned believe that there is a better time slot than Saturday
afternoon for this much needed balance. We the undersigned believe that Living On Earth
should be placed before or atter another news tvpe show such as Marketplace
between 6:30pm and 7pm (Mondayv—Thursday).

Name: (please print) Address _
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\/ Petition to move Lilving On Earth
- to Weekday Evenings after Marketplace

Dear WCVE:

We the undersigned appreciate WCVE 88.9FM efforts to reach out to audiences ignored by
other media. However, we the undersigned believe that there is a better time slot than Saturdayv
afternoon for this much needed balance. We the undersigned believe that Living On Eartii
should be placed betore or atter another news tvpe show such as Murketplace
between 6:30pm and 7pm (Monday—Thursdav).

Name: (please print) Address
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Petition to move Living On Earth

to Weekday Evenings after Marketplace

Dear WCVE:

We the undersigned appreciate WCVE 88.9FM etlorts to reach out to audiences ignored by
other media. However. we the undersigned believe that there is a better time slot than Saturdav
afternoon for this much needed balance. We the undersigned believe that Living Orn Earth
should be placed before or after another news tvpe show such as Vlarketplace
between 6:30pm and 7pm (Mondav—Thursdav).

— Name: (please print) Address
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Petition to move Living On Luaitii
to Weekday Evenings after Masrketplace
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Save Environmental news on public radio:

WCVE 88.9 FM “public radio” moved their weekly :30 minute environmental
news show, Living On Earth (LOE), to Saturday 4:30pm ... When most
Environmentalists and outdoor enthusiasts are OQUT ... IN the environment!!

We the undersigned petition WCVE to move LOE to 6:30p 1day/workweek (M-Th)
following Marketplace:
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(CONTACT: City Air Makes You Free at PO 4263 RVA 23220, or call 225-8981)
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\/ ~ Petition to move lemg On Earth
to Weekday Evenings after Marketplace

Dear WCVE:

We the undersigned appreciate WCVE 88.9FM etforts to reach out to audiences ignored by
other media. However. we the undersigned believe that there is a better time slot than Saturdav
afternoon for this much needed balance. We the undersigned believe that Living On Earth
should be placed before or after another news type show such as Marketplace

' between 6:30pm and 7pm (Monday—Thursday).

Name: (please print) Address
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Please mail petitions to City Air Makes You Free. PO Box 4263, Richmond, Va. 23220 225-89%)
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